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Summary of reasons for decision: 

"One Flew Over The Cuckoo's Nest" is a DVD of the 1975 USA feature film about a free- 
spirited, rambunctious petty criminal who is committed to a psychiatric hospital, and encounters 
extreme institutional abuse of patients. It was first examined and classified R18 by the Chief 
Censor Of Films on 8 March 1976. On 9 March 2010 the Chief Censor determined under s 13(3) 
of the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993 that the film should be examined 
and classified by the Classification Office as the classification previously assigned to this 
publication, or its label, may not accurately reflect its content under current New Zealand law. 

There is likely injury in the publication’s unrestricted availability because of the way it presents 
crime, the infliction of significant cruelty and serious physical harm, sexual and demeaning 
references, and its use of highly offensive language. "One Flew Over The Cuckoo’s Nest" is 
intended for a mature audience, and deals with institutional cmelty and abuse, euthanasia, and to 
a lesser extent suicide. Some of this is depicted in a sustained, realistic way that has a considerable 
impact. While the material is seldom graphic or gratuitous, such material is nonetheless likely to 
greatly disturb or shock children and some younger teenagers, or it may inure them to cmelty. 
Occasional references that degrade and demean women and homosexual people are likely to 
detrimentally influence some younger teenagers’ attitudes, as will the sexual references. Casual use 
of highly offensive language by characters would be imitated by some children, bearing the risk of 
consequent censure. The context of the material as an absorbing, philosophical drama is likely to 
be better understood by older teenagers and adults because of experience and maturity that 
younger viewers do not possess. It is therefore restricted to an audience aged 16 years or older. 

Considerations under s3 of the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993 have been 
weighed against the relevant provisions of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990. Given the 
manner in which the publication deals with crime, the infliction of significant cmelty and serious 
physical harm, sexual and demeaning references, and its use of highly offensive language, a limit 
on its availability to older teenagers and adults is considered to be a reasonable and demonstrably 
justifiable restriction, and is the minimum restriction that can be applied in order to prevent likely 
injury to the public good. 



